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Energ\-efficient communit\ attracts residents
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2011-07-16 15:46:06

JERSEYVILLE - DHYHORSHUV KDYH WUDQVIRUPHG D FRUQILHOG LQWR DQRWKHU
NLQG RI "JUHHQ" VSDFH DV WKH ILUVW QHW-]HUR DIIRUGDEOH FRPPXQLW\ LQ WKH
QDWLRQ QHDUV FRPSOHWLRQ.

TKH 32-VLQJOH-IDPLO\ KRPH LH[LQJWRQ FDUPV EVWDWHV, ORFDWHG DW EDVW
FDLUJURXQGV DQG CHPHWHU\ DYHQXHV LQ JHUVH\YLOOH, SURYLGHV HQHUJ\-
HIILFLHQW, LEED-FHUWLILHG KRPHV WR UXUDO IDPLOLHV WKDW HDUQ OHVV WKDQ
$41,000 SHU \HDU.

"IW'V D JUHDW GHDO," VDLG MLFKDHO C. MRUULVVH\, YLFH SUHVLGHQW DQG GLUHFWRU
RI FRQVWUXFWLRQ RSHUDWLRQV IRU MRUULVVH\ CRQVWUXFWLRQ CRPSDQ\ LQ
GRGIUH\. "PHRSOH FDQ KDYH D EUDQG-QHZ KRXVH ZLWK WKUHH EHGURRPV DQG

DQ DWWDFKHG WZR-FDU JDUDJH DQG QR XWLOLW\ ELOOV IRU $590 SHU PRQWK."

A VHSDUDWH FOXEKRXVH ZLOO SURYLGH D FRQIHUHQFH URRP, FRPSXWHU ODE, DQG FRPPXQLW\ URRP ZLWK NLWFKHQHWWH
DQG EDWKURRP, DORQJ ZLWK D SOD\JURXQG IRU UHVLGHQWV' XVH.

AOO EXW RQH RI WKH KRPHV FXUUHQWO\ DUH RFFXSLHG. TKH RQO\ ILQLVKLQJ WRXFKHV WKDW UHPDLQ DUH ODQGVFDSLQJ ZLWK
QDWLYH SODQWV WR UHGXFH ZDWHU XVDJH, VHHGLQJ DQG LQVWDOOLQJ D VSULQNOHU V\VWHP.

B\ GHILQLWLRQ, D QHW-]HUR KRPH'V HQHUJ\ ELOOV ZLOO QHW WR ]HUR, RU FRVW QRWKLQJ, RQ DYHUDJH RYHU WKH FRXUVH RI D
RQH-\HDU SHULRG, KH VDLG.

TR DFFRPSOLVK WKLV JRDO, DOO RI WKH KRPHV' DSSOLDQFHV DQG HTXLSPHQW UXQ RQ HOHFWULF HQHUJ\ SRZHUHG E\ URRI-
PRXQWHG VRODU SDQHOV DQG ZLQG WXUELQHV ORFDWHG DERYH WKH JDUDJH.

"HRW ZDWHU KHDWHUV, IXUQDFHV DQG DLU-FRQGLWLRQLQJ XQLWV DUH DOO HOHFWULF," MRUULVVH\ VDLG. "WH DOVR KDYH LQVWDOOHG
HQHUJ\-HIILFLHQW IOXRUHVFHQW OLJKW IL[WXUHV WKURXJKRXW WKH KRPHV WR FXW XVDJH."

RHVLGHQWV ZLOO FRQVXPH WKH HOHFWULF HQHUJ\ SURGXFHG E\ WKHVH IHDWXUHV, ZLWK DQ\ XQXVHG HQHUJ\ EHLQJ VROG WR
HOHFWULF FRPSDQLHV. DHSHQGLQJ RQ LQGLYLGXDO XVDJH DQG ZHDWKHU FRQGLWLRQV, WKHUH PD\ EH WLPHV WKDW UHVLGHQWV
DOVR ZLOO EX\ HQHUJ\ IURP HOHFWULF FRPSDQLHV.

TKH QHW-]HUR SURMHFWLRQ LV EDVHG RQ WKH DPRXQW RI HQHUJ\ WKDW DQ DYHUDJH IDPLO\ ZRXOG FRQVXPH JLYHQ WKH
VL]H RI WKH 1,230-VTXDUH-IRRW KRPHV RYHU WKH FRXUVH RI D \HDU.

"II WKH SHRSOH GR LW ULJKW DQG QRW FRQVXPH HOHFWULFLW\ KHDYLO\, WKH\ VKRXOGQ'W KDYH WR SD\ D XWLOLW\ ELOO," MRUULVVH\
VDLG.

OWKHU JUHHQ IHDWXUHV LQFOXGH HQHUJ\-HIILFLHQW VKRZHUKHDGV, IDXFHWV DQG ORZ-JDOORQ WRLOHWV WR FRQVHUYH ZDWHU.
AOO EDWKURRP DQG NLWFKHQ YHQWV DUH YHQWHG WR WKH RXWVLGH.

DXULQJ FRQVWUXFWLRQ, GU\ZDOO LV FDXONHG WR WKH IUDPLQJ, DQG DOO KROHV PDGH IRU HOHFWULFDO DQG SOXPELQJ DUH
VHDOHG WR UHGXFH GUDIWV DQG FUHDWH DQ DLUWLJKW V\VWHP.

TKH KRPHV' ZDOOV DQG DWWLF VSDFHV KDYH EHHQ LQVXODWHG ZLWK KLJKHU-UDWLQJ PDWHULDOV WKDQ UHTXLUHG E\ ODZ,
DORQJ ZLWK WKH LQVWDOODWLRQ RI ORZ-E DUJRQ ZLQGRZV WR PLQLPL]H HQHUJ\ ORVV WR WKH RXWGRRUV.
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"We've used some recycled materials in the insulation and framing process, which is another benefit to the
environment," Morrissey explained. "And we've used low-VOC paint to keep vapor emissions down."

All these features contribute to a home being certified as LEED Platinum, which is the highest green rating
given to building projects.

"All this costs more initially, but in the long run, there will be savings in energy costs that make up for it,"
Morrissey said.

"Even the streetlights are powered by solar panels and the wind-turbines," he said. "They work a little
differently, because they have batteries that will store up to seven days of energy, so they won't ever go out."

At the end of a 15-year rental period, residents will be given the option to buy their home at a reduced rate,
using a formula provided by the Illinois Housing Development Authority. The amount takes into account the
length of time the family has lived at the property.

The Illinois Housing Development Authority invested more than $2.5 million to build Lexington Farms, providing
federal American Recovery and Reinvestment funds and federal low-income housing tax credits to finance the
development.

The federal tax credits, which were the result of a special allocation for counties hit by severe flooding,
generated an additional $6.7 million in private equity for the development through Sterling Bank.

Demonstrating the state's commitment to building green, the project also received a $260,000 grant from the
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.

"We've done several green projects before," Morrissey said. "But this one is the most extensive we've done."
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